Material Design for Google Apps

You may have noticed a new look to your familiar Google Apps. Drive, Gmail, Calendar and
the Docs editors on Android devices are all revamped to follow material design principles,
with additional updates across platforms planned for the coming months. This guide
explains how these changes will enhance your experience using these apps, and eventually
all Google products.

What is material design?

Google developed material design as a new visual language for its products that is
consistent across devices, so that as you switch from one screen to another, the experience
feels the same. The focus is on creating a consistent and predictable experience that refers
to our material world. For example, we are all familiar with the way paper and ink behave in
the real world. Aspects of that material behavior are reflected in this new design standard.

Bold, intentional graphics
One of the first things you notice in the new design is the use of bold color, text, and icons.
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Intuitive and natural surfaces

Interface elements behave predictably in this new visual language. For example, tap a menu
item (e.g. All) to display the menu as a temporary sheet of paper that always overlaps the
app bar and then disappears, instead of behaving like an extension of the app bar.
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Animations create responsive interaction

When you use an application, your actions have a starting point. Movement from there is
smooth and predictable. When you touch the menu icon to open the menu, it follows your
touch to open in a smooth, natural manner. When you touch screen elements, they respond
with a gray touch ripple effect, giving a clear response to your touch.
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Designed for mobile, tablet, and desktop

Rather than impose the same layout for each view, the new design takes advantage of each
device layout and adapts accordingly.

Left Nav

Left Nav

App Bar / Primary Toolbar Right Nav

Bottom Bar

Mobile

App Bar f Primary Toolbar Right Nav

Bottom Bar

Tablet

App Bar / Primary Toolbar
Toolbar Toolbar

Left Nav Content Canvas Right Nav

Desktop



Consistency across platforms

One of the key features of this new design standard is consistency across platforms.

user experience is fundamentally the same on all devices and operating systems.

=  Primary
i e |
Promotions
[ e |
Q
Updates
Google Play
-
Andy Huang 45PM
g  Bring Your Parents to Work Da
® y! What do you think about a Team Lunch: Parent... IS
Andrew Sapperstein @ 1:39PM

Picture from last Saturday
Check out the new friend we made, Merrill and | ran into him

Régis, Itamar, Roy 3
Board game night?
Sunday works! If yc

Matthew Izatt Sep29
~ Book you recommended
About to go on a trip and was hoping to start that b... [Family
@ Greg Bullock @ se
88D oors. necd o reschec
at's okay Pete ttache few pictures o pla
/. N
£ JinCao

rniture we

o longer need

Board game night? "Fun inbox
Régis Décamps Sep29
Maria, I'm trying to schedule a board game night this week, when would you be
Itamar Gilad Sep 2
What do you think about Sunday? My car seats five so | could pick up Dexter a
Roy Shin « 5
& tome

Sep 29 View details

Sunday works! If you can get Dexter and Sophie | will handle the chips and salsa.

» Show quoted text

The

This is the tablet view for Gmail. Notice how all of the major elements are still there: The app
bar, icons, avatars, and action button are all where you expect them to be. The additional
space is used to present the selected conversation, which only adds to the usability of the

app on this platform.

Room to grow and improve

Google recognizes that good design is never finished, and the best designs improve and
contribute to better designs over time. This new design system is intended to grow and

evolve with our customers and their needs.

We are aiming for a unified and consistent experience across all Google products in the

coming months.



